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When 
I try to 

think Ulmer in 
my head, I 

remember the 
man, but I lose 
the ideas, the 
thoughts so 
dense and 
abstruse!



If only we had 
a way to keep track 

of it all! 



There is 
a way!



Does it 
involve the 
alphabet?



I love the 
alphabet!



It does 
involve the 

alphabet — it’s a 
glossary!

no 
way!



Way!

no 
way!



Awww!

You’re 
the best!



In theory texts, 
terms signify 

Concepts, which 
compress complex 

abstract ideas into usable 
pieces. Ulmer’s texts are 
very dense, with multiple 

concept terms per 
page.



Abductive	
Abject	

Abstract	machine	
Alienation	
Allegory	
Anamorphic	
Aporia	
Apparatus	
Arabesque	
Arti8icial	stupidity	
Aspectuality	
Assemblage	
ATH	(até)	
Attraction	and	repulsion	
Attunement	
Aura	
Autocommunication



Some of 
those 

words are 
not even in 

my dictionary! 
Other words 

are in the 
dictionary but 
the definitions 
don’t fit with 
Ulmer’s uses.

I know, 
horsey! 

That’s because 
theory is 
discourse 
specific!



The terminology 
must be 

understood within 
particular 

traditions of 
thought. 

You are on top 
of me and you 

need a bath, but 
I agree with you 

about the 
terminology!



Mmmm-Baaah!

That’s why the 
glossaries include 

references to 
other theorists 

Ulmer cites!



Like who?

Meh!

Ulmer refers to Lots 
of theorists, like 

Wittgenstein, Barthes, 
Lyotard, Lacan, Virilio, 

Deleuze, Bataille, DeborD, 
Heidegger, and Nietzsche, 

to name a few! 



But that’s not all! Ulmer 
is also a “neopest” (his term) 

who coins new words, like 
electracy,  heuretics, puncept, 

reasoneon, egent, and many 
others! 

He also re-uses existing 
terms for new purposes, as in 
his use of “remake” to refer to 
his textual experiments, such as 
his remaking of the Turing test 

as a musical comedy.



And he draws his 
terminology from so 

many specialized discourse 
domains, like philosophy, film, 
and psychology. and he uses 
other languages, too, like 

German, French, and 
ancient Greek! 

coconut bird



So the 
glossaries are like 

compressed 
souvenirs of the 

concepts in Ulmer’s 
books!

Exactly 
right, 

horsey!



I want to read 
these Ulmer 

glossaries right 
away!

Hold your 
horses, Mr. 

Cat! We don’t 
want to start a 

stampede!


